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lead their horses and only use them for the actual attack which
frequently resulted in the wholesale massacre of the male tribes-
men and the capture of their entire stock of camels and sheep.
With their local leader, Feisal Dai-wish, they roamed that portion
of the desert which lies to the south-west of Basra and to the west
of Koweit. This was far too close to the semi-nomad or Riverene
tribes near the Euphrates in Iraq.

The Iraq Government were anxious that these marauders
under Feisal Darwish should be severely dealt with on the next
occasion they came across the frontier. The difficulty was to obtain
reliable information of their whereabouts, and that was not too
easy to obtain from local peaceful tribes; their inclination was
always to exaggerate their own danger in order to ensure the
continued presence of the protecting aircraft.

In March I established a temporary headquarters in a railway
siding at Jaliba, not far from the ancient city of Ur. I had two
squadrons of D.H.gAs and a company of armoured cars. Long-
distance reconnaissances down to the frontier failed to locate any
Akhwan in the neighbourhood, yet our assurance to the local
tribe that they had nothing to fear was quite unconvincing. That
very evening we saw camels, donkeys and sheep being driven as
fast as they could go, right across our landing-ground, with
frightened Arabs of all ages shouting "Akhwan, Akhwan," as if
the devil himself were after them. It was merely a scare, and some
fifth columnist must have started the stampede, but it showed
the reputation which this ruthless band of Bedouins had made for
themselves.

The panic subsided when it was realized that there were, on
this occasion, no Akhwan anywhere near, but the situation became
acute a year or so later, after I had left. By then Ibn Saud had
become ruler of Saudi Arabia, but Feisal Darwish defied his
authority and continued his depredations which he extended
across the frontier into Iraq; he was severely dealt with by the
R.A.F.

In April 1924 Sir John Salmond left for home. He had estab-
lished the effectiveness of Air Control and had fully justified the
expectations of the Cairo Conference. Air Marshal Higgins re-
lieved him as A.O.C.-in-C. and he had not long to wait for an
incident to claim his immediate attention. This time it took the
form of a fracas in the bazaar at Kirkuk in which some Assyrian
Levies killed a few Kurds. As these Assyrians were mostly Chris-
tianSj the incident might have grown out of hand if not
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